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it. S. S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 24 
CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY FOR JANUARY 


: The Mission of Christ 


All Christians, evangelicals and others — all are agreed that Jesus Christ 
. came into the world on a mission of mercy and peace. Calvinists differ 
from others in their insistance that His mission was a mission of justice 

not less than of love. He came to reconcile God and man on the basis 


, of truth and justice done. Write it in capitals. 
e- 


nd Calvinists say that God may be generous, but that He must be just; that 
He may not be generous until He has been just. Mercy is optional, 
justice is necessary. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His 
throne. Holiness is His Name, His Nature. The adoring speech of the 
seraphim surrounding His throne is not loving, loving, loving is the Lord 
of hosts, but holy, holy, holy. And holiness is not self-imparting love, 
but self-affirming righteousness. 


ton 


Everywhere else than in Calvinism the primary emphasis is on the love- 

side of the cross. In Calvinism the emphasis on the law-side precedes the 

: emphasis on the love-side. Holiness limits and conditions love .. . It 
is at Calvary that men learn that God is love. Yes, thrice yes; and Cal- 

s | vinism is never weary in lifting up its voice to declare that it is at Calvary 

that men should learn also that God is Righteousness. 
Dr. J. B. GREEN 
“The Distinctive Teachings of Presbyterianism” 


# (A Journal reprint) 
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@ In this issue we begin major cover- 
age of the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, meeting 


in New Delhi, India. In this connec- 
tion we think you will find the lead 
editorial on p. 10 of more than pass- 
ing interest. 


@ Some remarks stick with you bet- 
ter than others. This week we heard 
a comment on the sometimes well mean- 


ing and often mistaken notion that so- 
cial evils can be eliminated by vol- 
untary collective effort (“The way to 
clean up Hollywood is to stay away 
from the bad pictures”). Said a 
friend: “The solution of the popula- 
tion explosion is very simple. If peo- 
ple will just refrain from having chil- 
dren — do you realize that if no chil- 
dren were born for just twenty years 
the population of the earth would be 
decimated?” We hadn’t given it much 
thought. 


@ Speaking of morals, the student 
newspaper of the San Francisco (Pres- 
byterian) Theological Seminary, in 
California, had something to say about 
Tropic of Cancer, the unbelievably fil- 
thy (not especially sexy, just dirty) 
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book which has been banned in severg] 
Eastern states and cities. Said the 
ministerial students: “The book ought 
to be read but not as other books, 
for each paragraph is a poem, each 
chapter stands alone, revealing much 
that is disgusting and ugly and yet 
much that is profound and strangely 
beautiful.” We rather suspect that 
most people reading these words would 
rather get their next minister from 
some other seminary. 
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@ We have heard loud and clear from 
our readers respecting the article 
(“S.0.S.”) by a college student which 
































appeared in the November 15 issue. J. 
Many want the names of good books cal | 
and publications they can put in the § the 
hands of college students. Our own §& nual 
son is off tu college. We have sub. berii 
scribed to HIS magazine for him (In- § ious 
ter-Varsity, 1519 North Astor, Chicago As 1 
10, Ill., $3.25, Christmas rate). Good ers 
books, which may be ordered from the men 
Journal business office, include Funda- of t 
mentalism and the Word of God, by J. & seve 
I. Packer, and New Testament Docu- § abot 
ments, Are They Reliable?, by F. F. & sect: 
Bruce. They sell for $1.25 each. and 
h 
@ We have heard that the original 7 
material incorporated in “Tips For F 
Circle Chairmen” (Nov. 8) was writ- miss 
ten by Mrs. J. E. Bergland, Alexandria, — Win 
La. We are sorry that we confused a f 
two authors. mor 
a L 
@ Jean E. Richmond of Dunedin, Fla, § stra 
has sent us the slogan coined by the § kick 
Calvary Baptist church in her town: § frie 
“Sunday For The Saviour.” Thought- § to } 
ful. vati 
0 
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Merger, Admissions Top WCC Action 













































le, JAPAN — On November 3, the lo- 
ks cal equivalent of a State Penitentiary, 
he the Nagara Prison, held its semi-an- 
mn nual Field Day. The inmates, num- 
b- bering about 1,000, participated in var- 
n- jous contests, races and entertainment. 
go As usual on these occasions, the teach- 
od ers in the prison educational depart- 
he ment as well as the official chaplains 


la- of the prison, took part. Among the 
J. seven part-time chaplains there are 
ou about four who represent Buddhist 


F. — sects, two represent Shinto groups, 
and one Presbyterian, US, missionary, 


the Rev. Harold Borchert. 
na 


‘or For the latest Field Day, another 
rit- missionary, newly arrived, the Rev. 
“ia, Winton Enloe, took part. Mr. Enloe, 
sed a former college football star and 
more recently a physical therapist in 
a Louisiana VA hospital, gave demon- 


la, § strations of football passing, drop 

the § kicking and place kicking. Thus 

mn: friends are won who become willing 

ht- § to listen to the Gospel message of sal- 
vation. 


One of the problems of crowded 
Japan has been sufficient space for 
— prison activities. Since athletics are 
hich & 0 important part of criminal rehabili- 
nts, § tation, the missionary - chaplain was 


a 
sted 





hn asked by prison officials for informa- 
” § tion on American physical education 
programs. Through correspondence 

yeal @ with Dr. Edward D. Grant, former 


of . es . ° 
=. director of Louisiana prisons, it has 


ons, been possible to receive various publi- 
ters @ cations direct from the Federal Bureau 
e of Prisons in Washington. (Anyone 
at else having publications treating of 
mass athletic programs, especially re- 
dhe lated to large groups, is asked to con- 
tact Mr. Borchert either th h th 
ville, ert either throug e 
t 84 Journal or direct: 6 Kokonoe Cho, 
1 Chome, Gifu City, Japan.) 







ould 
‘fice, 
three 


clude 


Prison evangelism in Japan depends 
to a great extent upon the local au- 
thorities. In many prisons, especially 
where minor criminals are held, it is 





Church ‘Issue’ Seen 
In Race for Speaker 


WASHINTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
Some observers here said that the 
selection of a successor to the late 
Speaker Sam Rayburn may cause a 
religious controversy. The fact that 
Rep. John W. McCormack of Massa- 
chusetts, majority leader for the 
House, is reported in line for the 
post has stirred such rumors. Mr. 
McCormack is a Roman Catholic. 


Some House members do not believe 
that the two top Congressional offices 
should be held by Catholics. The 
Senate’s majority leader, Sen. Mike 
Mansfield of Montana, is also a Cath- 
olic. 


Dr. Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 
rector of Protestants and Other Amer- 


icans United for Separation of 
Church and State said, “There is 
cause for justified anxiety about 


Church-State separation when one con- 
siders the record of John W. McCor- 
mack in more than 30 years on Capitol 
Hill. It is not a matter of his being a 
Catholic; it is a matter of his having 
been for many years the foremost cham- 
pion on Capitol Hill of the Catholic 
Bishops’ position on separation of 
Church and State.” 


He charged that the Massachusetts 
congressman has consistently advocat- 
ed tax support of sectarian schools. 
“When the Supreme Court and Presi- 
dent Kennedy have sought to main- 
tain Church-State separation, Mr. 
McCormack has opposed them,” he 
said. ‘We are concerned about how 
he would use the greatly expanded 
powers of his prospective office.” 





possible to distribute Christian litera- 
ture freely, and conduct services when- 
ever one desires. In this particular 
prison the rules are more strict. Serv- 
ices are held once a month for each 
of the groups officially “recognized;” 
and as often as desired individuals 
may have personal interviews. 


—(Rev.) Harold Borchert 


NEW DELHI, India — Admission 
of the Russian Orthodox Church to 
the World Council of Churches and 
merger of the WCC and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council were high- 
lights of the opening days of the 
WCC’s Third Assembly — its first on 
Asian soil. 


Other notable developments includ- 
ed a call from the Ethiopian Orthodox 
(Coptic) Church for steps to counter- 
act an “un-Christian element in pro- 
selytizing” and a call from the newly- 
seated Russian delegation for action 
leading to universal disarmament. 


Approval of the Russian church’s 
application for admission came from 
142 of the 149 member denomina- 
tions voting in a secret ballot. There 
were three negative votes and four ab- 
stentions. Among those abstaining were 
the Hungarian Reformed Church in 
America and the Russian Orthodox 
Greek Catholic Church of America. 


Also admitted were the Orthodox 
Churches of Communist Poland, Bul- 
garia and Romania. Nineteen other 
Churches were also admitted from the 
United States, Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. The addition of the 23 new 
members brought to 198 the number 
of Protestant, Anglican and Ortho- 
dox bodies affiliated with the WCC. 


RUSSIANS SEATED 


Immediately following the admis- 
sion of the Russian Church, its 16-man 
delegation, led by 33-year-old Arch- 
bishop Nicodim, head of the foreign 
affairs department of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, took seats in the assem- 
bly along with delegates from 59 other 
countries. 


Archbishop Nicodim then read be- 
fore the assembly a message from 
Patriarch Alexei, supreme head of the 
Russian Church, who said the Church 
was prepared to strengthen Orthodox 
witness in the WCC and to do “every- 
thing in her power to help mankind 
to establish brotherly kindness on 
earth.” Acknowledging that the at- 
mosphere of the world today is full 
of tension, Patriarch Alexei urged the 
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Churches and all Christians to call 
upon the heads of states to start ne- 
gotiations “with the aim of achieving 
lasting agreement on universal and 
complete disarmament with effective 
international control’ as well as to 
attack other problems confronting 
mankind. 


In a press conference, Archbishop 
Nicodim said his Church hopes to 
make its greatest contribution to the 
World Council in the area of Christian 
unity. He said the Russian Church’s 
main participation would be in the 
WCC’s Faith and Order Commission, 
which is devoted to study of doctrinal 
questions that separate the Churches. 


Detailed results of the voting on 
the applications from the 23 new mem- 
ber Churches disclosed that more votes 
were cast against seating the Pente- 





Missionary Salaries 
Concern Asian Council 


BANGALORE, India (RNS) — The 
disparity in salaries received by for- 
eign missionaries in Asia and by work- 
ers of national Churches was criticized 
in a report approved by the East Asia 
Christian Conference at a meeting 
here. 


It recommended that Church workers 
from other nations serving in Asia 
should have their salaries based “pri- 
marily on the cost of living in the 
receiving country and the financial 
position of the Church’s own workers.” 
The World Council of Churches was 
asked to urge its members’ mission 
boards to increase their efforts to 
find “practical and Christian” solu- 
tions to the problem of remuneration. 


“It is our conviction,” the report con- 
tinued, “that the remuneration a 
Church worker receives in the country 
where he serves is a matter of major 
concern to the receiving country and 
the witness of the Church there, and 
should be settled by the two Churches 
involved, primarily on the basis of 
the recommendation of the receiving 
Church.” 


The report also asked the WCC to 
give urgent attention to the problem 
created by missionaries in Asia who 
receive gifts of money or equipment 
for use “at their discretion.” 


“If such gifts are intended for the 
work of the Church, they should be 
given to the Church and not to any 
individual,” it stated. (See. Editorial, 
“Missions Problems,” p. 10.) 


costal Church of Chile and the Pente- 
costal Mission Church of Chile than 
against the Russian Church. 


NO OPPOSITION 


Merger of the WCC and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council came 
without opposition on a show of hands. 
The IMC for many years has been a 
cooperative body of missionary-send- 
ing Churches. The WCC, 27 years 
younger, includes many Churches not 
in the IMC. 


A number of Churches in the IMC 
have viewed with dismay the rise of 
the WCC as they have not desired 
membership in the ecumenical move- 
ment as it is presently constituted. 
Furthermore, the IMC often repre- 
sents missionary work in lands (Ethi- 
opia, Egypt, Greece), where the of- 
ficial Church is a member of the WCC. 


The IMC-WCC merger which was 
approved here “officially” merges a 
missionary-minded organization with 
a union-minded organization. It also 
brings to bear upon Missions work 
and Missions policy the authority 
of an organization which has not al- 
ways (or even sometimes) shown a 
genuine interest in Missions work. 


‘PROSELYTIZING’ HIT 


An early report said the WCC Cen- 
tral Committee was preparing a state- 
ment on proselytizing for assembly 
consideration. The report came soon 
after Archbishop Theophilus of the 
Coptic Church sounded a plea for the 
WCC to deal seriously with the Cen- 
tral Committee. 


Calling for definite steps to coun- 
teract an ‘“un-Christian element in 
proselytizing,” the prelate complained 


(Cont. on p. 23, col. 1) 


Murch Series Lists 
Objections to WCC 


WHEATON, Ill. (CNS) — Doct. | 
nal weaknesses and an “institutional } 


concept of Christian unity” were list. 
ed among the reasons why evangelicals 
stay out of the World Council of 
Churches in the last of a series of ar. 
ticles on the WCC appearing in Unit. 
ed Evangelical Action magazine. Writ- 
ten by Dr. James DeForest Murch, a 
former editor of the magazine, the 
series of five articles was an analysis 
and evaluation of the ecumenical body. 


The final article appeared in the 
December issue of the magazine as 
the WCC was holding its third as. 
sembly in New Delhi, India. Dr. 
Murch listed ten reasons why “evan- 
gelicals are compelled to seek other 
means of implementing their desire 
for Christian unity and cooperation— 
media which do not require com- 
promise of the clear teachings of God’s 
Word concerning the fundamentals of 
Christian faith.” 


Among these reasons was the charge 
that the Council has set itself up as 
an “ecumenical ecclesiasticism” and 
has “refused to adopt as a basis of fel- 
lowship the absolute minimum of fun- 
damental evangelical Christian doc- 
trine necessary to such a body.” Dr. 
Murch also charged the Council with 
admitting into its membership “a host 
of liberals who are committed to a 
theology and philosophy which are 
definitely anti-Christian in the Bibli- 
cal sense.” 


(Editor’s note: Copies of Dr. Murch’s 
series in booklet form are available 
from “Action,” Wheaton, IIll., 25 cents 
each, $2.50 doz.) 





Vatican Warns Of Russian Church WCC Role 


VATICAN CITY (RNS) — The 
Vatican Radio has warned that the 
admission of the Russian Orthodox 
Church to membership in the World 
Council of Churches would be used 
by the Soviet government as a means 
to “confuse the world” and as “a 
cover for further persecution of re- 
ligion.” 


“We must realize that contact with 
the outside world and on an interna- 
tional scale is unthinkable under the 
Soviet rule without at least the per- 
mission of the Soviet government, if 
not its initiative,” the station said. 


“The participation of the Russian 
Church in the WCC could prove very 
harmful and compromising for Com- 
munism if it were not subjected to a 
strict and full control. This results 


from the position — a far from happy J 


one — of the Orthodox Church in 
Russia. Just as in Poland, it is dif- 
ficult to speak about toleration, let 
alone freedom. 


‘What sort of aims could the Com- 
munist leaders have had when they 
allowed, or even ordered, the Moscow 


(Cont. on p. 23, col. 2) 
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The first of two sermons by a noted French Reformed minister, first delivered 
to his own congregation at the Tempel de Saint-Germain-en Laye, Seine-et-Oise— 


Adam 


Text: Genesis 1:27, “God created 


Have we meditated adequately up- 
on the nine hundred thirty years of 
Adam’s life? Or have we simply been 
satisfied with a superficial knowledge 
and our childhood memories? 


I 


On the evening of the sixth day of 
creation, God proclaims: “Let us make 
man.” As if to glorify the dignity 
of our human nature, He entered into 
consultation with Himself and testi- 
fied that He was going to perform an 
astonishing and singular work! 


And God created man in His own 
image. 


How are we to depict this man, this 
Adam? We shall approach him by 
referring to the work of Christ, with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, since 
spiritual regeneration, according to 
the Gospel, is nothing other than the 
restoration of this image in us, how- 
ever incomplete it may be (Colossians 
3:10, Ephesians 4:23). We shall ap- 
proach him better yet by contemplat- 
ing Christ in His perfect humanity. 


Because Adam was created after the 
image of God, his nature was upright 
in every respect. A man who possessed 
a clear intellect, sound, orderly senses 
submissive to reason, the gifts of the 
spirit and a kind heart — there was 
nothing in him untouched by a spark 
of this image. His judgments were 
made with straightforwardness, his 
body and its members responded to 
this order, his will and all his faculties 
portrayed a divine harmony: immor- 
tality was promised him. He was rich 
before he was born! 


The paternal ‘solicitude of God had 
prepared the world for Adam before 
he was formed—a world embellished 


(Part 1) 


REV. 


with abundant riches destined to pro- 
vide for all necessary wants, and to 
satiate his curiosity and ingenuity. 
This wealth was given to him by God, 
Who made him master of the earth, 
that he might gather fruits and raw 
materials; and over the animals, that 
they might serve him in complete sub- 
mission. 


This blissfulness, this fruitful and 
productive fertility taught Adam the 
paternal benevolence of God, so that 
he came to know the glory of heaven, 
still dwelling nonetheless upon earth. 
Indeed, he could not conscientiously en- 
joy a single thing without receiving 
it as from the hand of God. 


In order to preserve the original 
state of creation, man must bow hum- 
bly before the majesty of God and glor- 
ify Him with thanksgiving. Adam 
must not seek his own self-glory, but 
must always fix his regard above, 
that he might glorify in everything 
the only God to Whom all praise be- 
longs. 


Withal a joyous and pleasant labor, 
free from care and anxiety; the charge 
of watching over that which God has 
entrusted to him, using it with so- 
briety and moderation in the faith. 


II 


To help Adam preserve the present 
state of creation, God gave him a 
sacrament and a commandment. 


A sacrament: the tree of life. God 
wished Adam to remember each time 
he tasted the fruit of this tree the 
One from Whom he had life, so that 
he would recognize that he lived not 
at all by his own virtue, but only by 
the grace of God; that his life was 
not a possession bound intrinsically to 
his own nature, but that it came from 
God; that he existed, lived, and moved 
only in God. 
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PIERRE MARCEL 


This tree is the image of Christ 
the eternal Word of God, for it is 
only in representing Christ that it can 
be the sign of life. Adam must de- 
pend totally upon the Son of God and 
must seek life only in Him. Separa- 
tion from Christ meant death. 


Death! Here was the significance 
of the only commandment he received: 
do not eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. 


His position of superiority over all 
the other terrestrial creatures depend- 
ed upon his yielding to his Creator by 
faith in His Word, and that by heart, 
and not instinct; by love, and not 
servility. God wishes to be worshipped 
and served according to His Word — 
that is the rule of all religion. 


Man must know that God is the su- 
preme ruler of his life, that His will 
is the master of all his afflictions, that 
he must acquiesce to God’s command- 
ment. Man’s native innocence must 
become an acquired holiness. Thus will 
he remain alive and happy, soul and 
body. 


But Adam alone was yet but one 
half of man. For this reason woman 
was given him for a companion, so 
that two might be one. The book of 
Genesis calls this “peerage” of man 
and woman one single man. 


In order to create Eve, God took 
away part of Adam so that he would 
have a greater affection for, and more 
kindness toward the one who was 
drawn from himself, and would recog- 
nize her as part of himself, or rather 
so that he would see himself complete- 
ly in his wife, whereas his former 
state was only half-man. 


Such is the true mark of our unity 
with the Son of God, Who became 
nothing in order to strengthen His 
members. 
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Adam and Eve lived happily, each 
turned toward the other and both 
toward God, without any personal pre- 
occupation of self, they alone being 
the living and immortal image of God. 


But do you believe that, my friends? 
Or would you be led to think that in 
the light of the doctrine of evolution, 
it is only a question of legend, myth, 
or literary style? 


III 


The doctrine of evolution? Do you 
know what today’s scholars think of 
it? 


Listen to Yves Delage (deceased in 
1920), an integral evolutionist, who 
affirms in “L ’Heredite” (p. 204): “I 
am absolutely convinced that one eith- 
er is, or is not, an evolutionist, not for 
reasons based upon natural history, 
but by reason of his philosophical opin- 
ions.” 


Listen to Paul Lemoine, Director of 
and professor at the Museum of Nat- 
ural History, concluding the article 
entitled “Evolution” in the Encyclo- 
pedia Francaise, published in 1938, 
under the patronage of the Secretary 
of National Education: 


“(We see) consequently from 
this account that the theory of evo- 
lution is impossible . . . Funda- 
mentally, in spite of all appear- 
ances, no one believes it anymore. 
Evolution is a sort of dogma which 
its priests no longer believe, but 
which they uphold for their peo- 
ple. And that, we must have the 
boldness to say, so that men of 
the next genération will direct 
their research in another manner.” 


Listen to Jean Rostan, a new mem- 
ber of the (French) Academy: “Evo- 
lution, a difficult, overwhelming. op- 
pressing truth . . . Among its zealots 
themselves, there are those who do 
not yield to it without distress. Surely 
they can do no differently but to re- 
main faithful to it, but they are apt 
to envy those who are in no way pre- 
vented by their manner of thinking 
from conceiving of another truth.” (La 
Vie et ses Problems, p. 206). 


But listen also to the epistle to the 
Hebrews. 11:3: “Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear.” 


. Listen to Christ: “Have you not read, 
that He which made them at the be- 


ginning made them male and female?” 
(Matt. 19:4). And in the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Luke, 11:51, Christ 
shows us that He believes in the his- 
toricity of Cain and Abel. 


For us, the thought of the Master 
is canonical. It is an external au- 
thority higher than the most venerable 
rabbinical, ecclesiastical, or scientific 
authorities. It is a mystical fact of 
the first order, and especially for 
those who have experienced the power 
with which His Word compels our 
faith. 


All of the teaching of the apostle 
Paul is based upon the conviction that 
Adam was an historical figure, that 
the account of Genesis is an account 
of facts. 


We.. 


If we are called to live in Christ 
by faith, it is still first in Adam that 
we have been created; it is in Adam 
that we live by nature, it is in him 
that we sin, die, and are judged. It 
is in the first handiwork and mind 
of the Creator — in Adam, but today 
in Christ — that we discover the first 
calling of our lives. 


IV 


We have said that our native inno- 
cence was to be changed into an ac- 
quired holiness. 


. we believe! .. 


God wants creatures of free will 
who will worship and serve Him ac- 
cording to His Word. 


This necessitated then that Adam 
be offered the opportunity to strength- 
en his faith by a wilful perseverance, 
a faithfulness and a reflective con- 
fidence in the truthfulness of the 
Word of God. 


The test was to appear in the form 
of a temptation, but Adam was en- 
dowed with all that he needed in or- 
der not to sin. Without the risk of 
temptation, there would be neither vol- 
untary faithfulness, nor thoughtful 
submission, nor true love. 


How many years did Adam ang 
Eve live in holiness? How many test. 
ings originating within: themselves, | 
completely unknown to us, did they yp. | 
dergo victoriously? We do not knovy, 
I am nevertheless happy to think that | 
they lived “for a long time, contented. | 
ly and righteously” (as our marriage | 
vows express today), but with this | 
original perfection which we are ip. 
capable of comprehending. 


Let us close our eyes and think of 
this creation in its purity, in its order, 
in its peace, harmony, brilliance, 
beauty, luxuriance. 


Let us think of this proximity of 
God, of the close bonds which united 
Him to man, as there was nothing 
which could deflect the rays of His 
presence or soften His Work; think, 
too, of His intercourse with all the 
creatures, which He contemplated di- 
rectly through and in this pure man 
(Adam and Eve), for whom He had 
made them beautiful, peaceable, use- 
ful, friendly, good and perfect, all 
responding to their call! And creatures 
who would answer Him gently and 
joyfully, by means of their song and 
the prayer of their King: Adam and 
Eve. 


Upon further reflection, we are also 
announcing here prophetically the ap- 
proach of the new creation of the fu- 
ture. 


The duration of Adam’s life was 
nine hundred thirty years. 


How did he live the rest of his life? 


We shall attempt to go further into 
detail in another sermon. 


(Part Il, issue of Dec. 27.) 





Modernism is man-centered. Man's 
knowledge of God, which upon exami- 
nation turns out to be knowledge of 
himself, arises out of the ordinary re 
sources of human nature.—Gorpon H. 
CLARK. 





Liberty or Death 


YESTERDAY 


Give me Liberty or give me Death!—Patrick HENRY. 


TODAY 


Better Red than Dead.—BERTRAND RUSSELL. 


We should risk enslavement before we risk annihilation ——GErorRGE BUT- 


TRICK. 
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What do you expect from people?— 


Can Kindness 
Change Human Nature? 


Why is it that the three hundred 
million dollars spent by our nation 
in Laos, together with years of care- 
ful planning and cultivation, has final- 
ly produced only confusion, chaos and 
indifference plus a dangerous crisis? A 
news commentator reported that a 
school teacher in Laos, who was sup- 
posed to know conditions there, when 
asked, “What is the attitude of the 
people of Laos toward the U. S. and 
its assistance?”, replied, “They 
couldn’t care less.” 


Why is it that in Germany today, 
after our nation has spent billions in 
carefully nursing the West Germans 
into their present prosperous state, 
they now flatly refuse to carry their 
part of the financial burden and still 
expect the U. S. to spend millions to 
defend them? Why is it that France, 
though she has been saved twice by 
the U. S., will thumb her nose, so to 
speak, at our nation and the N.A.T.O.? 


Why is it that in Japan, where we 
have done our best to cultivate de- 
mocracy, our president was denied en- 
trance to that country by mob violence? 
Why is it that nation after nation 
which has received millions from us 
will turn around and slap us in the 
face? 


Or. in another area of life, why is 
it that children will sometimes take 
all of the affection and all of the 
kindness and gifts that parents can 
lavish upon them, then turn around 
and break the hearts of those parents? 


The answer to these questions and 
Many other similar questions is to 
be found in one two-word phrase, “hu- 


REV. 


man nature.” America, with her bil- 
lion dollar giveaways seeking to re- 
lieve human suffering, has done a 
magnificent humanitarian job; but 
America, seeking friendship, respect 
and support of the nations whom she 
has helped, has been a miserable fail- 
ure. Why? The answer is, “human 
nature.” 


Human nature is the reason why 
people do not appreciate what is done 
for them. Adam, instead of thanking 
God for all the blessings that God 
showered upon him in the Garden of 
Eden, rebelled against his Maker and 
in the pride of his heart, disobeyed. 
He thereupon acquired the nature of 
Satan who had before him also rebelled 
against God, and from that day to this, 
man has been afflicted with what we 
call “human nature.” Sometimes peo- 
ple excuse their faults by saying, “it 
is just human nature;” they are only 
saying, of course, that they are the 
children of the Devil, for human na- 
ture is the Devil’s nature. 


Human nature is selfish, grasping, 
cynical. It bites the hand that feeds 
it and slaps the face that smiles upon 
it. It is the Devil’s nature which man 
acquired when he lost the image of 
God by rebellion against his Maker in 
the Garden of Eden. 


“But,” says someone, “wil] not kind- 
ness cure or change this ingratitude 
and selfishness in human nature?” 
Never! Did it prevent a tragedy in 
the Garden of Eden when God offered 
to Adam countless blessings and inti- 
mate fellowship? Did it solve the 
problem in the days of the flood after 
God had picked out one righteous man 
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and saved him from that awful cat- 
aclysm? What did Noah do? He 
turned around and got drunk, and sin 
ran rampant across the world again. 
For His kindness to Noah, God 
got nothing but ingratitude. 


Did God’s mercies and kindness to 
Israel down through the years cure 
Israel’s human nature? Not at all. 
Israel was forever running off to wor- 
ship Baal, murdering the prophets 
whom God sent, and finally hanging 
His Son upon the cross. 


Some think that the cross of Jesus 
Christ was God expressing His love 
and kindness to win a lost world. It 
was—but infinitely more. The fact is 
that neither love nor kindness alone can 
ever cure human nature. God was 
also paying for man’s sin, redeeming 
man by “His own blood.” 


Some may say, “Well and good, I 
will accept that. God was not only 
setting an example of loving kindness, 
but He was also redeeming mankind.” 
However, even that in itself was not 
sufficient to cure human nature, 


The cross of Jesus Christ was more 
than God expressing His kindness and 
more than God paying for sin; for 
God, in addition, sent the Holy Spirit 
to apply the redemption of the croag 
to the hearta of individual men and 
women in the new birth. 


This is what changes human na- 
ture: for when the sacrifice of Christ 
is applied to the heart of a man by the 
Holy Spirit, God gives to that man a 
new nature; and the presence of the 
Spirit in him enables that man to live 
by his new nature and to resist the 
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remnants of his old nature. Only this 
could change human nature. Kindness 
was not enough. The act of redemp- 
tion was not enough. God must apply 
that act of redemption by His Spirit 
to the nature of individual men if 
they are to acquire new spiritual na- 
tures. 


The cross without “the blood” is in- 
sufficient to redeem. The cross, with 
“the blood,” will redeem from the 
guilt of sin, but is ineffective to change 
human nature. Only the application 
of the redemption bought upon the 
cross by the Holy Spirit to the heart 
and life of a man will change human 
nature; and thereafter only a life lived 
in submission to the Holy Spirit will 
overcome the clinging effects of the old 
human nature. 


The new birth breaks the paralyz- 
ing power of sin while the indwelling 
Spirit gives daily victory over the 
old human nature, enabling man really 
to respond to the kindness and love of 
God. 


Our government is treating human 
nature as if it were redeemed nature. 
This does not work, and our govern- 
ment leaders are disillusioned. We 
have swallowed the Devil’s lie. This 
does not mean that we should discon- 
tinue our help to the needy peoples 
of the world. It does mean that we 
should not expect, in return, their 


Hold High the Beacon 


Millions in slavery cry out for us 
to remain steadfast, and to hold high 
the beacon of light in a darkened 
world. Our nation is the last hope 
of a free civilization. Our dedica- 
tion to truth, justice and individual 
dignity must not be compromised.— 
J. EDGAR HOOVER. 





love, respect and support. That would 
be expecting too much of human na- 
ture. 


The church, too often, treats human 
nature as if it were redeemed nature. 
A Presbyterian preacher was heard 
to say recently, “The chief purpose 
of the churches is welfare.” That 
minister was mixed up. Churches 
have a bigger job than welfare. That 
bigger job is redemption, and trans- 
forming lives. Until a church gets at 
that bigger job, her efforts in welfare 
and reform will be largely fruitless. 
The world will only take the welfare 
she has to offer, then sneer at her 
and go on its merry way. This is 
not in any sense to say that a church 
should not concern herself with so- 
cial welfare or with the social order. 
These are definitely our concern, but 





THE READERS ASK 


Q. Don’t you think it does more harm 
than good to still recommend the King 
James Version of the Bible and give 
this version as an award? Would 
you not agree that it is easier to un- 
derstand the Bible when it is read in 
an up-to-date version such as the RSV, 
the NEB, or Phillips? 


A. We hold a high regard for the 
new Versions and often find them 
helpful in the translation of various 
passages. We still recommend the 
King James above others for two rea- 
sons: 1) We believe that regardless 
of the value of newer translations 
(there have been some 50 into English 
in the last 50 years) there should be 
a generally recognized “authorized” 
version, either official or unofficial, 
in order that the Scriptures may not 
only have a “sense” or meaning, but 
that they may also be in a recognized 
“text” or language. We do not be- 


lieve that any of the modern versions 
have yet become generally accepted as 
“authorized.” 


2) In the second place, we believe 
that however useful other translations 
may be, one particular version should 
be preferred for the necessities of Bi- 
ble learning and Bible memorization. 
We know by experience that until a 
passage becomes firmly fixed in one’s 
mind in a particular form, that pas- 
sage will never become “familiar.” It 
is almost impossible to quote Scrip- 
ture when it does not assume any 
particular “form” in one’s mind. As 
a matter of fact, Scripture once mem- 
orized tends to dissipate if the pas- 
sage is approached from too many 
translations. And the location of par- 
ticular texts becomes more difficult 
when there is no fixed language to 
“peg” our memorization. 


we must not stop here nor expect thege 
efforts to change anyone. Our job 
is infinitely bigger, that’ of changing | 
human nature — the redemption ang 
transformation of the “old man” into 
the “new creature,” “created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works,” living “by the 
Spirit and not by the flesh.” 


We must witness against abuses and 
injustices in the social order, but must 
not make the mistake of thinking that 
either our preaching or our living, 
as important as they may be, will 
change the social order. We must go 
deeper and do something about human 
nature. The secret of the new birth 
is ours. Let us more vigorously apply 
it, rather than seeking some easy but 
deceptive way out. 


All our preaching and all our God- 
ly living, all of our human kindness 
will have little permanent effect un- 
less God does something. That some- 
thing God is able and willing to do 
in the new birth by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Our Lord says that this 
is a mystery, even as the wind. We 
cannot tell “whence it cometh or whith- 
er it goeth;” but we can, by the power 
of the Spirit, bring people into the 
presence of God through Christ, where 
they may experience this miracle that 
changes human nature into redeemed 
nature. The sailor cannot change the 
wind, but he can tack his sails so that 
the wind will fill his sails and take 
him to the desired haven. 


Let us re-double our efforts to bring 
people to the foot of the cross where, 
if they will yield (granted faith by the 
Holy Spirit), the wind of the Spirit 
will fill the sails of their lives and 
take them into “Heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” in this life and into the 
presence of the King for eternity. In 
the intervening years, God uses their 
redeemed natures, “not conformed to 
this world, but transformed by the | 
renewing of the mind, to prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.” 


x ® * bal 


The Rev. Mr. Hill now devotes his | 


full time to an evangelistic ministry. 





Those who preached a pure faith, | 
or in other words a pure mind, have | 
always produced a higher morality 
than those who preached good acts, } 
or the mere regulation of works. — } 
Sm James MacintosH, Modern Die | 
tionary of Thoughts. 
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The Light 
that 
Never Fails 


The light of Christianity, carried into the darkness of lands not yet 
reached by the Gospel, can be kept burning with your aid. 


By creating a Memorial with the Board of World Missions — either 
in your own name or that of a loved one you wish to honor — you 


can make a perpetual contribution to the support of World Missions. 


Memorial Funds entrusted to the Board are carefully invested and 
the income used, year after year, to carry the Gospel to the far corners 
of the earth. The memory of those thus honored shines in the light 
that never fails. 


For information about creating a Memorial, please write 


f} Boarp or Wor LD Missions 


PressyYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


4 


"To Foreign Missions a Share’ 
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DITORIALS 


Some Interesting WCC Statistics 


The World Council of Churches, 
meeting in its Third Assembly in New 
Delhi, India, recently received 23 new 
Churches into its membership, for a 
present total of 198, now that three 
South African Reformed Churches 
have withdrawn. 


Of the 28 new Churches, four were 
from behind the Iron Curtain, making 
a total of 10 Iron Curtain Churches in 
the WCC. New member Churches in- 
cluded the Russian Orthodox, the Ru- 
manian Orthodox, the Bulgarian Ortho- 
dox and the Polish Orthodox. Already 
members of the WCC were 3 Czech- 
oslovakian Churches, two Hungarian 
Churches and one Church in East 
Germany. 


Upon acceptance, the Rumanian 


Church, with a perfectly straight face, 
reported a membership of 13,000,000, 
which is almost the total population 
of Rumania proper, less Jews and 
other non-Rumanian peoples. Likewise 
the Bulgarian Church which reported 
6,000,000. The Orthodox Church of 
Russia refused to report an exact mem- 
bership figure, but the WCC press ser- 
vice quoted the Russian Church at 
“between 25 and 50 million.” If the 
latter figure, then the Russians are 
claiming over one-fourth of the pop- 
ulation of Russia proper, at a time 
when Moscow claims that nobody is 
religious any more — and there are yet 
other Churches in Russia, such as the 
Georgian Orthodox, The Baptist, etc. 


Previously the largest Church in the 
WCC was the American Methodist, re- 





Missions Problems Sometimes Complex 


The actions of the East Asia Chris- 
tian Conference reported in the story 
on p. 4 afford an insight into the sort 
of problems that will confront the 
World Missions consultation which has 
been called to meet in Montreat in 
October, 1962 (Journal, Dec. 6). 


The East Asia Christian Conference 
is a sort of far-eastern “NCC” — an 
association of Christian Churches of 
the Far East. Its General Secretary 
is Dr. D. T. Niles, and it works very 
closely with America’s National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


In the two recommendations report- 
ed here, the Conference urges that 
missionaries’ salaries be brought into 
line with the salaries of native work- 
ers; and that money sent out for the 
use of missionaries be sent to the na- 
tive Church instead — the gift of a 
tape recorder, for instance, should not 
be made to Missionary Jones, but to 
the Church for which Jones works. 


The problems caused by such feel- 
ings on the part of the Churches over- 
seas are obvious. They are also 
thorny. It is such feelings that have 
been responsible for the uproar in 
other missions areas, such as Mexico. 


To some extent, the complaints are 
justified. Missionaries who go to un- 
derdeveloped areas and promptly spend 
enormous sums of money (sometimes 
more than necessary) on personal 
housing and conveniences inevitably 
create a harmful impression on the 
people among whom they work. For- 
tunately, incidents of this kind are 
rare. 


Moreover, it would seem impossible 
to grant the letter of the requests in 
many instances. Americans of how- 
ever deep devotion would find it al- 
most impossible to adjust themselves 
to the average Burmese — or Congo— 
standard of living, and no missions 
board should expect such a sacrifice 
as the price of bearing the Gospel to 
foreign lands. Not even in America 
are standards of living equal. 


Boards and agencies studying the 
problem should not overlook the evi- 
dent fact that some of the sentiment 
producing resolutions such as this one 
from the East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence may reflect a basic hostility to- 
ward the missionary under any con- 
ditions. And some of it is little more 
than avarice. 


porting 10,000,000 members. The size 
of delegations to WCC meetings and 
representation on boards and commis. 
sions is determined by membership size, 
Putting all of the Iron Curtain 
Churches together you get about one 
third of the total membership of the 
World Council of Churches. If the 
rest of them come in at the next As. 
sembly, claiming equally exaggerated 
memberships, it is conceivable that 
majority of the WCC will then be 
Communist-dominated. In any cage 
as Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen has al. 
ready conceded, the WCC will hence 
forth be dominated by the Orthodox 
bloc. 


No speeches were permitted in the 
WCC Assembly before the vote on the 
reception of the new Churches was 
taken. However, Dr. W. A. Visser 't 
Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, 
in presenting the Communist Churches’ 
applications, strongly urged their re- 
ception and called the affiliation of 
these Churches “a major event in the 
history of the ecumenical movement— 
an event to which we have been look- 
ing forward ever since 1947.” 


In previous issues of the Journal 
we have mentioned the danger to the 
organized ecumenical movement repre- 
sented by the membership of Commv- 
nist-controlled Churches in the WCC. 
But we see no reason to bewail the 
addition of these new Iron Curtain 
Churches. The sooner it becomes per- 
fectly obvious that the claims of the 
World Council of Churches (and the 
organized ecumenical movement) to be 
a fulfillment of the prayer of the Lord 
Jesus in John 17:21 are questionable, 
the sooner a real evangelical ecumenici- 
ty can make itself felt. 





In the USA alone there are 30, 
000,000 Protestants not in the (Na- 
tional or World) Councils of Churches, 
to say nothing of other millions of 
Evangelicals in Council Churches who 
are out of sympathy with their mis- 
sionary compromises and retreats. Ov- 
er half of all the Christian missionary 
work being done in the world is under 
the auspices of these growing non- 
Council constituencies. While the 


Council program decreases the Evan- | 


gelical program grows by leaps and 
bounds. — JAMES DEF OoREST MURCH. 





Error is sometimes so nearly allied | 


to truth it blends with it as imper- 


ceptibly as the colors of the rainbow 


fade into each other. — CLULOW. 
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What Do They Mean... 
Jesus Is Coming SoonP 


You have seen the little signs along 
the highway, “Jesus Is Coming Soon.” 
Perhaps they have jarred a bit and 
perhaps you have even thought them 
corny. But is there a vital truth be- 
ing witnessed to by those who go to 
the trouble of putting up the signs? 

Let the New Testament answer. 
When the Lord Jesus was taken up into 
heaven after His resurrection, two 
men in white spoke to the disciples 
who stood gaping on the mountain: 
“This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 


People who have trouble believing 
in a visible Second Coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ either deny that 
word of promise or explain it away, 
perhaps by saying that the Lord did 
return on the Day of Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit was given. 


But the further word of the Scrip- 
tures, written after Pentecost is identi- 
cal with that word written before Pen- 
tecost. 


After the Holy Spirit was given we 
find the Apostle Paul saying that the 
Lord will return again (I Thess. 4: 
16; Phil. 8:20; Col. 3:4). 


After the Holy Spirit was given we 
find the Apostle Peter saying that the 
Lord will return again (I Pet. 5:4). 
We also find Peter warning against 
the notion that the “Second Coming” 
means that the Lord has already come 
in some way (II Pet. 3:3-13). 


After the Holy Spirit was given we 
find the Apostle John saying that the 
Lord will return (I John 3:2). 


And from the Lord Himself we have 
a final word that He will surely come 
again (Rev. 16:15; 22:20). 


The Blessed Hope of the Christian 
is that the Lord will return. We do 
not know that it will be today, but 
we do know that it may be today. 
“Watch, therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour” (Luke 12:40). 





When God is going to do something 
wonderful, 
He begins with a difficulty. 
If it is going to be something very 
wonderfal, 
He begins with an impossibility. 


—Anonymous 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


WHEN RESOURCES END 


“For He disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share His holi- 
ness. For the moment all dis- 
cipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant: later it yields the peace- 
ful fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it.”- 
Heb. 12:10b,11. 


One means God uses to discipline us 
is to bring us to a sense of our own 
inability to cope with a problem or 
situation. While it is a painful ex- 
perience it will always prove a profit- 
able one, provided we learn from it 
the lesson God has to teach us. 


When we come face to face with 
what seems to be an insoluble prob- 
lem it is then that we may turn to 
God in prayer, looking to Him rather 
than to ourselves, for He has the so- 
lution. And how much better is His 
way than ours. 


Confronted, humanly speaking, by 
certain capture, Moses said to the 
frightened children of Israel: “Fear 
ye not, stand still, and see the salva- 
tion of the Lord, which He will show 
to you.” And as they watched, and 
acted in obedience, God brought to 
them deliverance and blessing. 


Certainly one of the lessons God 
would teach us today is that He is sov- 
ereign and able, and that we do not 
have within ourselves the resources 
necessary to cope with situations. This 
is true at the national and world level 
— it is also true at the personal level 
where problems and frustrations con- 
front us constantly. 


Such an experience turns those who 
fear God from a feeling of self-suf- 
ficiency to one of dependence and trust 





Bureaucracy is like a cancer — a 
good thing gone wild. Start with 
a secretary and set up an office. 
Pretty soon the office needs a staff. 
Next the work has to be broken up 
into divisions and each division 
soon comprises more than one de- 
partment, each with its staff. And 
so on ad infinitum. There is no stop- 
ping bureaucracy but by a revolt of 
the constituency which supports it. 
—Selected. 


in Him, and as we watch with sub- 
missive and obedient hearts we are 
led to wonder at that which He does, 
and to marvel at how much better His 
solution is than ours. Like Abraham’s 
obedient servant we are led to bow 
our heads and worship before the 
One who hears and answers prayer. 


As this is being written two serious 
problems have arisen in two different 
areas of Christian work in which the 
writer is interested and for which he 
has prayed for years. At the moment 
these problems seem insurmountable 
and their solutions will have to come 
from sources not yet visible. But we 
know that God is able and that in 
His own time and in His own way 
those of us who are concerned will see 
His glory, perfect wisdom and ab- 
solute power. 


The proverb, “Man’s extremity is 
God’s opprtunity” is fully borne out 
by the Bible and by the experience 
of those who have turned to Him for 
help. That the end result may have 
been far from what men have hoped 
for in no way invalidates the promise: 
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God.” Rather the wonder of that prom- 
ise is confirmed. What appears a trag- 
edy to man can prove to be the glory of 
God revealed to those who are His. 


We need daily to appreciate the fact 
that there is nothing too hard for God. 
We must appropriate the truth that 
“if God be for us, who can be against 
us!” And, basic to all of this, there 
must be the submitted will, the be- 
lieving heart and the willing mind. 


The outcome of such experiences is 
a renewed sense of God’s goodness, 
love and controlling power. Faith is 
strengthened, the “peaceful fruit of 
righteousness” becomes a reality and 
we go from that experience with re- 
newed hope and courage. 


Oh yes, and we learn to thank God 
before we see the answer to our 
prayers. 





Adversity is the only balance on 
which to weigh friends. — PLUTARCH. 
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THE BELK BROTHERS 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing so we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 


top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 


the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
wee . ©. 

. Smith, Resident Mer. 
rey Dollar Store 
— s. C. 

P. Crumpler, Resident Mer. 
rai Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Resident Mer. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, “Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Cinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Resident Mgr. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 

a Ss. C. 

. Hubbard, Mgr. 

pag Ton Co. 

Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Whitmire, S. C. 

R. Grier Robi » Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr. 





NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
2 ge N. C. 

. E. McCormick, Resident Mer. 
none +* + om Store 
Brevard, 

J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
Tv. lL. ues, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Resident Mer. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Resident Mer. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Resident Mgr. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
ae aang Co. 
Carthage, M 
J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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J. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Our lesson today brings before us once again the story always fresh 
and vibrant, of how the eternal Son of God took our nature and 
In the birth at Bethlehem, God 
decisively intervened in the affairs of human history in such a 
positive way that all history henceforth would be dated “A.D.”— 
“in the year of our Lord.” Bethlehem reminds us once again that 
God's promises concerning the Seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15; 


dwelt among us (John 1:14,18). 


Gal. 3:16) have now been fulfilled. 


Il. “NOW WHEN JESUS WAS BORN” (Matthew 
9:1-12). 


This familiar portion of Scripture gives us an ex- 
cellent opportunity of presenting the various “lines” 
of divine revelation that meet in this great event. 


1. The line of prophecy fulfilled. Let us here note 
the various portions of prophecy that were here ful- 
filled: 


a. Christ’s birth at Bethlehem (2:1,5f). This town 
had long been associated in a noteworthy way with 
the people of God (Gen. 35:15f,19); it was the city 
of David’s birth (Ruth 4:11,17,22; I Sam. 16:1). 
Prophecy had connected the Messiah’s birth with the 
city of David’s birth (Mic. 5:2; see John 7:42). 


b. Christ’s rulership (2:6). This prophecy is based 
on the promise made in Gen. 49:10 to the tribe of 
Judah, from which tribe Christ came (Heb. 7:14; 
Rev. 5:5). Subsequent prophecies elaborate the king- 
ship of the Messiah (Num. 24:19; Ps. 2; Isa. 9:6f; 32:1; 
Zech. 9:9). Christ proclaimed His kingship (John 12: 
12-16; 18:37). 


c. Christ’s rulership as a shepherd (2:6c). The 
translation, “that shall rule my people Israel” should 
be “who shall shepherd my people Israel.” The Mes- 
siah’s rule as a shepherd is frequently depicted in the 
Old Testament (Ps. 2:1; 78:70ff; Isa. 40:9-11; Jer. 23: 
4-6; Ezek. 34:23-25; 37:24-27). The New Testament 
presents Christ as “the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11, 
14), “that Great Shepherd” (Heb. 13:20) and “the 
Chief Shepherd” (I Pet. 5:4). 


2. The line of prophecy portrayed. Sometimes the 
truths connected with the Messiah’s advent are set 
forth dramatically by actions. Note these: 


a. The call of the Gentiles (2:1). The “wise men” 
(magi) who came “from the east” undoubtedly were 
Gentiles who came probably from the land of the 
Medes and the Persians. These men, with the knowl- 
edge of God's revelation left among them (Num. 24: 
l7ff; Dan. 9:24 ff), represent the Gentiles who were 


i. in the blessings of the Messiah’s coming (Isa. 


By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.D. 
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Lesson for December 24, 1961 
GOOD NEWS OF A GREAT JOY 


Bible Material: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 
2:1-20 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 





Memory Selection: Luke 2:10-11 


b. Israel’s indifference (2:4f). The narrative shows 
implicitly that the wise men, not the leaders of Israel, 
were the ones deeply interested in the Messiah’s advent. 
The wise men of Israel knew the prophecy (2:5f), but 
they did not seem to be interested in the One whom 
the prophets predicted. 


c. Satan’s subtle attack (2:12). Herod became an 
instrument of Satan’s strategy against God’s plan (Acts 
4:24-28) . 


3. The line of godly people. In the present nar- 
rative (Matt. 2:1-12) the godly people are represented 
by the wise men and by the family of Joseph. We 


shall speak primarily of the wise men. Note these 
things: 
a. Their faith in God’s revelation. They had be- 


lieved the prophecies left among them (Num. 24:17ff; 
Dan. 9:24ff). They knew that the Messiah had been 
born. Their question in 2:2 reads literally thus: 
“Where is the King of the Jews who was born?” They 
knew the time (based on Dan. 9:24ff) but not the 
place (based on Mic. 5:2, which was not revealed 
among them) . 


b. Their mission with gifts and with joy (2:10f). 
Their gifts had been faintly dramatized in sacred 
prophecy (Ps. 45:12; Zech. 6:9-15); their joy as Gen- 
tiles in participating in the blessings promised to Israel 
had been more largely written (Isa. 60:1-3; Rom. 15: 
9-13). 


c. Their worship of the Messiah (2:11). These 
wise men came to worship Christ (2:2,8). This wor- 
ship had also been predicted (Ps. 2:12; 45:11). 


4. The line of ungodly people. This line is repre- 
sented in our present narrative by Herod. Note these: 


a. His troubled soul (2:3). Well might this tyrant 
be troubled at the thought that Israel’s true King was 
now born! Other ancient kings were likewise troubled 
by the supernatural (Gen. 41:8; Dan. 2:3; 5:9). 


b. His ignorance of the Scriptures (2:4). The verb 
“demanded” should be rendered “enquired”; the Greek 
verb (pynthanomai) carries the idea of anxious en- 
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quiry about something (as in Luke 15:26; 18:36; John 
13:24). Herod, being an unregenerate man, was blind 
to the meaning of God’s Word (I Cor. 2:6-8,14; II 
Cor. 4:3f) . 


8. His diabolical duplicity (2:7f). Herod, an 
Idumaean by race (that is, a descendant of Edom, that 
is, Esau) typifies the hostility of the natural man to 
the things of God. Outwardly he was interested in 
worshipping the new-born Messiah of the Jews. But 
beneath his outward pretensions there lurks the stealth 
of the Evil One. The “that I also may come and wor- 
ship Him” is nothing but Satanic duplicity (II Cor. 
11:13ff) . 


III. “AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS” 
(Luke 2:1-20). 


Here we have the majestically simple account of the 
birth of our Lord: 


1. The facts (2:1-7). The facts of our Lord’s birth 
are very accurately documented by Luke (see Luke 
1:3 — “having traced the course of all things accurate- 
ly from the first”). Thus note: 


a. “A decree from Caesar Augustus” (2:1-3). Luke 
very carefully records the time of our Lord’s birth 
and the time of the beginning of His ministry (3:1). 
Here is one of the great contrasts between the Biblical 
record and the spurious fabrications found in extra- 
Biblical sources: they are completely devoid of his- 
torical orientation and confirmation. See my Biblical 
Criticism, pages 53-56; 246-249. 


b. The enrollment at Bethlehem (2:4f). The de- 
cree required people to be enrolled at their ancestral 
city; thus Joseph and Mary were compelled to go 
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to Bethlehem, because Joseph “was of the house and 
lineage of David.” It is a plain fact of Scripture that 
Christ was a descendant of David’s royal line (Matt, 
1:1-17; Luke 1:27; 3:23-31). This fact of birth guaran. 
teed to the Messiah the right to reign on David's throne 
(II Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:3f; Acts 2:25-36). 


c. “And she brought forth her firstborn Son” (2: 
6f). Christ’s birth followed the ordinary course of 
nature; it was the conception in the virgin’s womb 
that was supernatural and miraculous. “Her firstborn 
Son” implies that other sons were born of Mary (Mark 
6:3; John 2:12). The term indicates the first of a 
series; it is applied to Christ absolutely (Heb. 1:6) 
and also as the first among His spiritual brothers (Col. 
1:16,18) . The poverty and place of Christ’s birth indi- 
cate the humiliation that He suffered in becoming 
Man (Isa. 49:7; 53:3; II Cor. 8:9). 


2. The interpretation (2:8-14). The mystery of 
the Messiah’s birth is explained by an angel and the 
host sent forth from heaven. 


a. The shepherds (2:8). It is quite significant to 
note that the first voice from heaven, after 400 years 
of silence, came to lowly shepherds. He who came to 
be “the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11,14) was pro 
claimed first of all to humble shepherds. 


b. The angelic interpretation (2:9-14). The “fear 
not” addressed to the shepherds was also addressed to 
Zacharias (Luke 1:13) and Mary (Luke 1:30). After 
the resurrection of Christ this angelic “fear not” was 
also addressed to the disciples (Matt. 28:5,10). Let 
us note the distinctive parts of the angel’s message: (1) 
It was a message of good news — “I bring you good 
tidings.” This word is frequently translated as “preach 
the Gospel” (Luke 4:18; Rom. 1:15; 10:15). (2) It 
was a message for “all the people” — including, as 
God had promised (Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:8), Gentiles 
as well as Jews (Rom. 15:10f). (3) It was a message 
about a Saviour — thus emphasizing, at the very be- 
ginning of the Gospel age, that Christ came to be 
man’s Redeemer (Isa. 59:20; Rom. 11:26). (4) It 
was a message about an Anointed Lord (so the original 
in v. 11). This Anointed Lord or Messiah had been 
promised in the Old Testament (Gen. 49:10; Ps. 2:2; 
Dan. 9:24ff). (5) It was a message that could be 
confirmed by a sign — “a babe” (brephos; applied 
to Timothy in II Tim. 3:15). (6) It was a message 
that was further confirmed by the song of “the heaven- 
ly host” (2:13f). The “peace” that they sang of con- 
cerned the peace between God and man accomplished 
by the atonement of Christ (Isa. 9:6; 32:17; Acts 10: 
36; Eph. 2:14-17). 


3. The fufillment (2:15-20). What the shepherds 
heard with their ears was soon confirmed by their eyes. 


a. Their obedience (2:15). The shepherds gave 
immediate response to the angelic announcement and 
went to Bethlehem. 


b. Their reward (2:16f). The shepherds found the 
babe just exactly as they had been told; they then 
began to “make known” (gnorizo; see its use in Rom. 
9:23f; 16:26; Eph. 3:3) this blessed event. 


c. The reaction (2:18-20). The people marvel; 
Mary wonders; the shepherds rejoice. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR DECEMBER 24, 1961: WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 


(This is to be a program of Scripture and Christmas 
hymns. To make it most effective, choose your Old 
Testament and New Testament readers in time for 
them to read over their passages several times. Then 
meet with them and the pianist or organist, and prac- 
tice the program just as you will give it before the 
whole group. The hymns will be sung by the whole 
congregation, so have the books distributed and the 
numbers of the hymns located. Where the Scripture 

assages are made up of selected verses, we are print- 
ing them out in full; otherwise we just give the ref- 
erences so they can be read directly from your Bibles.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: What 
Child is this whose birth we celebrate at Christmas? 
We will answer this question in a program of Scrip- 
ture and song. Let speak to your hearts once 
more as we hear these words of truth and beauty. (Read 
Hebrews 1:1-3.) 


Sing “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” (all stan- 
zas) . 


Old Testament Reader: (Read Isaiah 7:14 and 9: 
6-7.) 


New Testament Reader: “Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ was on this wise: The angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of Galilee named Nazareth to 
a virgin esponsed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 
Mary. And the angel came in unto her and said, 
Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with 
thee . . . and when she saw him, she cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said: Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found 
favor with God. And thou shalt bring forth a Son, 
and shalt call His Name Jesus. And He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father 
David ... And of His kingdom there shall be no end.” 
And Mary said: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour . . . for He 
that is mighty hath done to me great things: and holy 
7 His Name” (Matthew 1:18 and Luke 1:26ff, select- 

). 


Sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” (all stanzas) . 
Old Testament Reader: (Read Micah 5:2.) 


New Testament Reader: “And it came to pass in 
those days that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And 
this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, everyone into 


Cram 





his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem . . . to be taxed 
with Mary, his espoused wife . . . and so it was, that, 
while they were there . . . she brought forth her first 
born son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn” (Luke 2:1-7, selected) . 


Sing “Silent Night, Holy Night” (stanzas 1 and $8). 


Old Testament Reader: “I shall see Him, but not 
now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh: there shall 
come a star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel” (Numbers 24:17). 

New Testament Reader: (Read Matthew 2:1-10.) 


Sing “As with Gladness Men of Old” or “We Three 
Kings of Orient Are.” 


Old Testament Reader: 


New Testament Reader: 


(Read Isaiah 9:2.) 
(Read Luke 2:8-15.) 


Sing “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (stanzas 1 
and 2.) 


Old Testament Reader: “Arise, shine; for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall rise 
upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And 
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round 
about and see: all they gather themselves together, 
they come to thee . . . The multitude of camels shall 
cover thee . . . they shall bring gold and incense; and 
they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. All the 
flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee... 
to the Holy one of Israel” (Isaiah 60:1-4,6,7,9) . 


New Testament Reader: “And Mary brought forth 
her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in a manger . . . And the sh 
herds came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe . . . And when (the wise men) were 
come into the house, they saw the young child with 
Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: 
and when they had opened their treasures, they pre- 
sented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh” (Luke 2:7,16 and Matthew 2:11,12). 


PROGRAM LEADER: “The kings of Tarshish 
and of the Isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba 
and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all the kings shall fall 

(Cont. on p. 18, col. 2) 
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For our lesson today we have a portion of the Letter 
of James dealing with the nature of faith. Just what 
is faith? This is the question we will explore. And 
in our exploration we will continue to be aware that 
James is writing to brethren, to Christians who have 
a basic understanding of the will of God and who have 
a predisposition to actualize the will of God in their 
lives. 


James is deeply concerned lest these Christians miss 
the blessing of God because of incomplete obedience 
to the will of God. So he talks to them about respond- 
ing to the will of God revealed in the Word of God. 
And he suggests that when a Christian who is given 
to the Lord Jesus responds to the will of God as he 
comes to understand it, then his faith is made “per- 
fect.” 


CAN FAITH EXIST WITHOUT WORKS? 


At the beginning of this section, James challenges 
the common notion that one may claim to be living 
spiritually if there is no actual performance of the 
will of God. He says (v. 14), “What doth it profit, 
my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and 
have not works? Can faith save him?” 


Here is a characteristic peril of the Christian life: 
to take it for granted that saying something will make 
it so. (Is it enough to say that one has faith? Or, in 
the words of the popular tune will wishing make it so?) 


At this point James is demanding that we reexamine 
our conception of “faith.” This word “faith” (by 
which we are saved) is not merely our intellectual 
agreement with certain facts, as one might agree that 
a bag of sugar contains 10 pounds. It has more to 
do with the activity in which one responds in obedi- 
ence to the will of God. 


In other words, believing is something that you do. 
To illustrate his point James says something that 
hardly needs explanation (vv. 15-16): “If a brother or 
sister be naked or destitute of daily food and one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace . . . what doth 
it profit?” For another way of putting the same 
thing: If someone came to you and said, “I’m cold!” 
and you said, “What you need is an overcoat” — what 
good would that do? 


Or, here is a man who says, “I believe in God!” (vv. 
18-19). Very well. Where is the evidence? In what 
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Womens Work 


SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE Stupy 
By Manrorp Geo. Gutzg, D.D., Ph.D, 


RELIGION THAT IS GENUINE—January: “True Partners” 


James 2:14-16 


way does it affect your life? Just to say so without 
doing so is useless and empty. 


When James goes on to say (v. 17) that faith with. 
out works is dead, he means that faith which has no 
effect has no living significance. And if it isn’t a liy- 
ing faith it is dead. Back in the first chapter the 
Apostle said that one who was a hearer of the Word 
but not a doer of the Word deceived himself (vv. 23- 
24). That is, a person may deceive himself if he 
thinks that just because he listens to the Bible and 
believes the Bible he is spiritually alive, without do- 
ing what the Bible says. 


AN ACTION WORD 


“Faith” is that word we use to describe our active 
response to God. It is an action word. This response 
is not something that can exist by itself, nor is it 
something that can come before our surrender to the 
Lord Jesus — therefore we say that James does not 
teach a salvation by works. The works he talks about 
are fruits, effects of the Spirit of God in the believer's 
heart. 


You are familiar with the little rubber mallet with 
which a doctor taps you on the knee in order to test 
your reflexes. He raps your knee and you feel a sort 
of shock in your leg and your foot jumps out. 


Now the behavior of the foot is a “response,” in- 
dicating that your reflexes are sound; that they are 
“alive.” If your nervous system was not a “living” 
system, then your foot would not jump when the doctor 
taps your knee. But because there is “life” in your 
reflexes, your foot jumps. That jerk is your “response” 
to the doctor. And this is important: deliberately mak- 
ing your foot jerk by the action of your muscles when 
the doctor taps your knee is no substitute for true 
reflex action. The jerking of your foot indicates a 
healthy condition only when it is produced by your 
reflexes, not when it is “forced.” 


In the spiritual world, “works” necessarily follow 
sound spiritual “reflexes.” But just doing good works 
by themselves does not indicate sound reflexes and 
is no substitute for them. 


In the matter of believing, it is our reaction to the 
revealed will of God — by reason of the fact that the 
Lord Jesus Christ lives within us — that evidences 
the vitality of our faith. And because the Lord Jesus 
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Christ took possession of us when we gave ourselves 
to Him, the revealed will of God now energizes us 
unto good works. 


ames goes on to make a shocking statement: (v. 
19) “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe and tremble.” That is 
just about as blunt as you can get. Apparently this 
whole matter is desperately important. There is ac- 
tually the danger that Christians may stop when they 
have seen what God’s will is and fall short of doing... 
and so miss the blessing. It is this thought that makes 
the book of James rather sobering to read. The 
Apostle does not so much seek to reveal new insights 
into the truths of the Gospel as he seeks to persuade 
believers to act in line with the insights they already 
have. 


J am reminded of my father who was a farmer and 
a successful farmer at that. It was characteristic of 
him that he tried to put into practice the things that 
he knew about farming. One day there was held an 
institute on the subject of farming. My father did 
not attend. After the institute was over, one of his 
neighbors asked him, “Why didn’t you come to the 
institute and learn about successful farming?” I will 
always remember his reply: “I already know so much 
about farming that I haven’t yet put into action, that 
if I could just carry out what I already know, I'd be 
way ahead of where I am.” 


How often, in the practice of our Christian faith, 
we hold conferences on Christian living in order to 
talk about the Christian life and become inspired 
about the Christian life and get into arguments about 
the Christian life. We spend hours asking, “Should a 
Christian do this?” or “should a Christian do that?” 
James would say: Talk is cheap. What are you doing 
about the simple, daily opportunities to activate the 
will of God in your life? 


Throughout the book of James you have the feeling 
that the Apostle is pushing you. He is. He is pushing 
you to go ahead and do the things that you know 
to be the will of God for you . . . because he wants 
you to be blessed! 


MORE OF THE SAME 


Over and over again he labors the same point: Are 
you doing the will of God? Only thus can you find 
fulfillment in your Christian life. 


In verses 21-24 he makes an application of his point 
in the life of Abraham that many find shocking. He 
says: “Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works?” Immediately anyone familiar with the writ- 
ings of the Apostle Paul is startled, for Paul quotes the 
same passage of Scripture, “Abraham believed God and 
it was imputed unto him for righteousness” (Gen. 15: 
6) to make an apparently different application. 


But James and Paul do not contradict each other 
(they truly cannot if the Scriptures are the Word of 
God). Paul emphasizes that we are saved by believing 
the promises of God, rather than by keeping regula- 
tions of law. James emphasizes that the faith which 
saves is active . . . is much more than just an idea in 
the mind. Faith is a way of living, of responding to 
the will of God in concrete life situations. 


Paul also says essentially the same thing. In his let- 
ter to the Ephesians, after saying, “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast” — he goes right on to say, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them” (Eph. 2:8-10). 


It isn’t a matter of faith instead of works that saves 
us, it is faith that works. 


The Scripture notes that Abraham believed God. 
In so doing, he offered up his son, Isaac. That was 
Abraham’s believing. In other words, it was not that 
Abraham sat in his tent believing, in addition to 
which he went out and offered up Isaac: it was rather 
that Abraham understood God’s will to be that he of- 
fer Isaac; and when he so understood God’s will he 
responded in obedience and his response in obedience 
was his faith in action (like the kick of the foot is 
the response to the rap of the doctor’s mallet) . 


MADE ‘PERFECT’ 


James concludes that in Abraham’s response (and 
Rahab’s too, for the illustration about Rahab is the 
same as the illustration about Abraham) his “faith” 
was made “perfect” (v. 22). 


Throughout the New Testament, the word “perfect” 
means “brought to completion.” The word brings 
to mind the figure of a fruit tree bearing fruit. An 
apple tree is “perfect” when it bears apples. A wheat 
field is “perfect” when the grain is ripe. Love is 
“perfect” when it helps others. 


This is not to say that you do not have an apple 
tree, or grain stalk, or love, until there is “perfection.” 
The apple tree is a true apple tree from the moment 
it emerges from the ground as a little shoot. And as 
it grows into a sapling it is an apple tree. But it isn’t 
perfect, or truly a tree until it bears a crop of apples. 


At this point we are reminded of the words of the 
Lord Jesus to His disciples: “Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My 
disciples’ (John 15:8). The branch does not live in 
the vine just to be living; it lives in order to draw 
strength from the vine and bear fruit. Our Lord said 
that the branch which does not bear fruit is dead 
(John 15:2). 


Obeying God is involved in believing in Him. These 
are not two separate things; and that is what is sug- 
gested by the title of our lesson, “True Partners.” Be- 
lieving and acting belcng together. 





HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ... 
... gift subscriptions to the 
Journal for your Sunday 
School teacher, circle leader, 


relatives? ... Turn to page 
22 for handy order blank. 
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our retired and disabled 
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MINISTERIAL RELIEF... 


BOARD oF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. ]. Currie. Exec. Sec. 








You cannot think of faith and works as two separate 
entities any more than you can think of a lily and 
to separate the plant from the flower. To be sure 
the lily stalk and the lily flower are two things, but 
they are not separate. They never were separate. The 
stalk had the flower in it and the flower grew out of 
the stalk. When the stalk produced the flower it was 
a complete, “perfect” lily. 


Now this entire study can become challenging for 
each of us if we ask ourselves, after we have said that 
we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, — “Just what does 
it mean in my life that I believe in Him?” 


Several things come to mind as possible answers, 
For one thing, when I say that I believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, it means that I am trusting Him for the 
forgiveness of my sins. And that trust will be com. 
plete and “perfect” when I can count on the fact that 
I am actually forgiven. My heart will be filled with 
joy and I will let the joy show. Again, if I believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ I will be moved to pray; I will 
be moved to talk to someone about his relationship 
to the Lord. 


In any event, there will always be something in my 
life which is there because I believe and which would 
not be there if I did not believe. To let these “some. 
things” multiply is to make faith “perfect.” 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., P. O. Box 
4301, Decatur, Ga. Ask for No. 61-1 (4 lessons on 
each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 61-1, 61-2, 61-3, 
$9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 15 


down before Him. His Name shall endure forever: 
His Name shall be continued as long as the sun, and 
men shall be blessed in Him. All nations shall call 
Him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel who 
only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be His 
glorious Name forever, and let the whole earth be 
filled with His glory. Amen and Amen” (Psalm 72:10, 
11,17,18,19) . 


“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not . . . That was the true Light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world 
. .. as many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His Name” (John 1:5,9,12). 


“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world!” “Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever” (John 1:29 and 
Revelation 5:13). 


Sing “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
Closing Prayer. 





Prayer is not eloquence, but earnestness; not the defini- 
tion of helplessness but the feeling of it; not figures of 
speech, but earnestness of soul.—H. More 
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T.R.A.V. PLANS CONTESTS 
FOR RADIO-TV WRITERS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — An annual tele- 
vision script-writing contest, with first 
place awards of $500 each in two 
categories, was approved by the Per- 
manent Committee on Television, Ra- 
dio and Audio-Visuals (TRAV) of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, at its 
fall meeting here. 


The two categories are documen- 
taries for “Trail Blazers” historical 
dramas and youth programs. A dif- 
ferent kind of contest for seminary 
students was approved. A tape re- 
corder will be awarded the student 
writing and recording the “most ef- 
fective” two-to-five-minute radio pro- 
gram, “especially those opening up 
new and promising ways of communi- 
cating the Christian Gospel.” 


The TRAV committee also asked 
for special emphasis on establishing 
communications workshops in coopera- 
tion with seminary administrators and 
on communications training within the 
seminary curriculum. Bluford B. 
Hestir, Jr., TRAV executive secre- 
tary, reported that the Protestant 
Hour (with 18 Presbyterian, US, pro- 
grams scheduled in 1961) is being 
broadcast over 434 radio stations, the 
Sunday School of the Air over 128 
and “Be Still and Know” over 950. 





PAPER PLANS PROJECT 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. — Asheville 
Presbytery’s monthly paper, Our 
Mountain Work, is believed to be the 
oldest such publication in the Pres- 
byterian, US, General Assembly. Its 
editor, Dr. R. E. McClure, has an- 
nounced a 1962 project to complete 
its files and index all volumes since 
the first. The initial issue was pub- 
lished in December, 1910. It has 
been published continuously since 
then. Dr. McClure is seeking cor- 
respondence with persons knowing of 
any Preshytery papers published be- 
fore that time. 





MICROFILMING OFFERED 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — Plans to 
microfilm “any paper or thesis which 
the Society considers to have sufficient 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


interest for the study of history of 
Presbyterianism or material relating 
to Presbyterianism” have been an- 
nounced by the Presbyterian Histori- 
cal Society here. The microfilming 
will be done at no expense to the au- 
thor. The Society plans to offer 
copies of the films to any interested 
persons or institutions. 





YOUTH CONVENTION SET 


JACKSON, Miss — Plans for a 
Dec. 27-29 Mississippi Synod Senior 
High Youth Convention have been an- 
nounced. The site will be Gulfshore 
Assembly Grounds, Pass Christian. 
Principal speakers will be: Dr. Wallace 
Alston, moderator of the General As- 
sembly; the Rev. William J. Fogle- 
man of Austin Seminary; Dr. Wade 
P. Huie of Columbia Seminary; Dr. 
Charles E. S. Kraemer of the Presby- 
terian School of Christian Education; 
and Dr. William B. Oglesby of Union 
Seminary. The office of the regional 
director of Christian Education here 
is handling advance registrations. 





LECTURES AT LOUISVILLE 
PLANNED IN FEBRUARY 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Two profes- 
sors from Union Seminary of New 
York head the list of speakers at 
Louisville Seminary’s 1962 lectures, 
which are scheduled Feb. 5-9. Dr. W. 
D. Davis of Union will give four lec- 
tures on “The Setting of the Sermon 
on the Mount.” Dr. Douglas V. Steere, 
visiting professor at Union and pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Haverford 
(Pa.) College, will lecture on five 
Christian classics. 


Seminar subjects will be: “Evan- 
gelism,” “Town and Country Church,” 
“Christology in Current Biblical 
Studies,” “Recent Development in the 
Study of Christian Thought,” and 
“Communicating the Gospel Today.” 
Leaders of the seminar on evangelism 
include Dr. Arthur Miller, Denver 
Presbyterian minister; Dr. Robert W. 
Spike, an executive of the Board of 
Homeland Ministries, United Church 
of Christ; and Dr. H. Louis Patrick, 
Kansas City Presbyterian minister. 
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what it is taught. 


Jane Addams 


How important, then, that our 
Christian teaching materials be 
literature 
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offered as part of our Presbyterian 
curriculum reflects careful plan- 
ning. Those who prepare it realize 
they are molding the Christian men 
and women of tomorrow. 











































BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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.BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 












LET HIM LIVE 
WITH THE PIGS 


Tong Chin lived in a mountain village 


on the East Coast of Formosa. 


His 


home was a shed which was part of 


a pig pen. 


He was in rags, couldn’t 


speak Chinese, only tribal. He ate with 
his hands and his mother was anxious 
to get rid of him saying, “He can’t do 
anything. He only eats.” Her attitude 
explains why instead of living with her 
he existed with the pigs. He couldn’t 
run away because he was blind. A 
more hopeless future than the one he 


faced is hard to conceive. 


But visit 


him now in a Christian Children’s 

Fund Home for the Blind and listen to . ‘ 
him recite his lessons and play part of a classic on the piano. ~ just 
a couple of months he has become a clean, bright and extremely 
appreciative boy. Modern teaching methods for the blind can 


accomplish miracles. 


But what about the other needy blind or crippled, tubercular, 
leprous, deaf and children who are normal except for their cruel 
hunger? Some of them do not even have a roof over their heads and 
sleep in the streets—these refugee, cast-off or orphan children 
without a friend or guidance and who are neglected like a stray dog— 
these forsaken children whom mercy passes by? 

Christian Children’s Fund can rescue and properly care for only 
as many of them as its income permits. Such children can be 
“adopted” in Formosa or any other of the 45 countries listed below 
and the child’s name, address, story and picture with the privilege 
of correspondence is provided the donor. The cost to the donor is 
the same in all countries, ten dollars a month. 


Christian Children’s Fund, incorporated in 
1988, with its 415 affiliated orphanage schools 
in 46 countries, is the largest Protestant 
orphanage organization in the world, assisting 
over 36,000 children. It serves, with its affiliated 
homes, over 35 million meale a year. It is 
registered with the Advisory C ittee on 
Voluntary Aid of the International Cooperation 
Administration of the United States Governe 
ment. It is experienced, efficient, economical 
and conscientious. 





COUNTRIES : ; 

Belgium, Bolivia, Borneo, Brazil, 
Burma, Cameroun, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, 
Egypt, England, Finland, France, Greece, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Korea, Lap- 
land, Lebanon, Macao, Malaya, Mexico, 
Okinawa, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, 
Puerto Rico, Rhodesia (North), Rhodesia 
(South), Scotland, Spain, Syria, Taiwan 
(Formosa), Thailand, Turkey, United States 
(Indian, negro, white), Vietnam (Indochina), 
Western Germany. 


For Information Write: Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke 





I wish to “adopt” a boy (J girl D for 
one year in 





(Name Country) 

I will pay $10 a month ($120 a year). 
Enclosed is payment for the full year 
O first month []. Please send me the 
child’s name, story, address and picture. 
I understand that I can correspond with 
the child. Also, that there is no obliga- 
tion to continue the adoption. 





CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S FUND, INC. 
Richmond 4, Virginia 





I cannot “adopt” a child but want to 
help by giving $ 
[Please send me further information. 
NAME 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 
STATE 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. Gifts 
are deductible from income tax. 











Zone. 














ENLARGED COMMITTEE 
ON G.A. PROGRAM ASKED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — One of its com. 
mittees was enlarged and the name 
of another was changed by the Pres. 
byterian, US, General Council at its 
fall meeting here. The Council voteg 
to recommend to the 1962 General As. 
sembly that its program committee be 
enlarged by inclusion of the executive 
secretaries of the five major boards of 
the Church, together with the Coun. 
cil’s executive secretary and the Gen. 
eral Assembly’s stated clerk. These 
executives will compose the interagency 
committee, which will be a subcommit- 
tee of the program committee. 


The Council also voted to change 
the name of its publicity committee 
to “information committee.” The sec- 
retary (William Lamkin) will here- 
after be known as secretary of infor- 
mation. 


In other business the Council: 


— Voted to recommend to the Gen- 
eral Assembly that the Church Exten- 
sion season be changed in 1963 from 
May to the first three weeks in Oc- 
tober. 


— Voted to recommend that the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s 1965-66 program en- 
phasis be “God’s People — the Church 
in the World.” 


— Accepted the resignation of Miss 
Claire Randall, director of the art unit 
for four years, and expressed appreci- 
ation for the work of her office. 


No Council action was reported on 
the problem of “equalization” of benev- 
olences. 





MACALESTER PLANS 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—Long-range plans 
approved by the trustees of Macalester 
College include revamping of curricu- 
lum offerings and construction of ad- 
ditional residence halls, a sciences 
building, a fine arts-humanities center 
and a new stadium. Plans were made 
on the basis of a student body of from 
1,500 to 1,700. The college will “move 
as rapidly as possible” toward the 
offering only of undergraduate pro- 
grams leading to the bachelor of arts 
degree, and the fifth year of study 
leading to the master of education 
degree. A statement adopted in con- 
nection with the long-range planning 
said the college is “Christian in spirit 
and Presbyterian in background, but 
not sectarian in outlook.” 


PAGE 20 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 13, 1961 












TO FURNISH OLD HALL 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Va. — Plans 
to furnish Venable dining hall as a 
lounge have been announced by the 
Hampden-Sydney College Parents and 
Friends Association. The historic 
pbuilding was used as a chapel by Un- 
ion Seminary when it was located 
here. The association president, Dr. 
J. Asa Shield, announced in a mem- 
bership letter that about half of the 
$11,000 needed for the project has 
been received. 





PRESBYTERIAL INSTALLS 


BASTROP, La. — New officers of 
Red River Presbyterial, installed here 
by Miss Elisabeth Williams, Synodical 
president, are: Mrs. Charles C. Rhodes 
of Shreveport, president; Mrs. Robert 
Baker, Minden, vice-president; Mrs. 
John B. Williams, Shreveport, record- 
ing secretary; Mrs. W. H. Lenz, 
Shreveport, corresponding secretary; 
Mrs. Lillian Barry, Monroe, treasurer; 
and Mrs. F. I. Van Peene, Minden, 
historian. The next Presbyterial meet- 
ing is scheduled at Natchitoches Oct. 
18, 1962. 





JOINT SERVICES HELD 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Cooperative 
evangelistic services, under the spon- 
sorship of the Little Brick (US) 
church and the Park City (UPUSA) 
church, were led here by the Rev. Carl 
W. Wilson of Johnson City, Tenn. 
Morning Bible study was held at the 
Little Brick church (John E. Stauffer, 
pastor), and evening evangelistic serv- 
ices were held at the Park City church 
(Robert H. Wood, pastor). The min- 
isters reported a number of decisions. 





WANTED: Director youth work in- 
cluding junior choirs. Limited of- 
fice work. Conservative faith and 
spirit. County seat — North Caro- 
lina hills — 350 members. Apply 
Box M, Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 





DIRECTOR of Christian Education 
needed by growing city church of 400. 
Send resume of experience, education 
and age to Box G, The Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





WANTED — Responsible party to 
take over low monthly payments on a 
spinet piano. Can be seen locally. 
Write Credit Manager, P. O. Box 215, 
Shelbyville, Indiana. 
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Childrens Lille Studies 
ADVENTURES IN THE PROMISED LAND 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
1. Cities of Refuge 


DO YOU KNOW— Why God provided cities of refuge? 
LOOK UP in your Bible: Joshua 20:3,9. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about God's reasons for 


providing cities of refuge? 


THINGS TO REMEMBER: God is our refuge. 
62:8. 


CITIES OF REFUGE ARE PROVIDED Joshua 20:1-9 


In Israel if a man was killed, his nearest relative was supposed 


to take the life of the man who did the killing. God directed that 


Psalm 46:; 


ee 5 et be appointed as places of protection 

for the slayer that _$. — ~==s —=_ Ss _E any person unawares. The 

slayer could ____ __ __ thither. The cities of refuge were: 
ee | 


CHRIST IS OUR REFUGE 


The names of the cities of refuge had special meanings. In 
Christ we find all of these things. Connect the reference to the 
city it reminds you of. One of these is done for you. 


John 15:15 
John 14:2,3 
Ephesians 2:6 
Philippians 4:13 


Ramoth—high places 
Bezer—riches 
Golan—dwelling place 
Kedesh—sanctuary (rest) 
Shechem—strength II Corinthians 8:9 
Hebron—friendship Matthew 11:28 


GOD HELPS US IN TROUBLE. Psalms 46:1; 62:8; 91:2; 
Proverbs 14:26. 


ae CD sack: csits soit ali apace ee ,a 
very present help in _ _. __ _. __ __ _.. Trust in Him at 
a ee and my fortress: 


in Him will | His children shall have a place 


veces: 


wero ne: BESSON’, 
pw carat caiaa s 
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What does “Amen” mean? 


(Hint: Look this up in your Bible concordance or dictionary.) 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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SPECIAL REVELATION AND 
THE WORD OF GOD, by Bernard 
Ramm. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids. 207 pp. $4.00. 


This book should be in the hands 
of every thougthful minister and seri- 
ous student of the Word of God. Spe- 
cial Revelation and the Word of God, 
deals with a theme that has particular 
significance at this juncture of his- 
tory. World events have shaken men 
as never before and theologians and 
laymen of all complexions are looking 
for some source of authority, other 
than the mere opinions of men. Dr. 
Ramm will help them find it. 


This material is interestingly pre- 
sented, but the subject matter is too 
complex to discuss here the various 


arguments offered by the author. 
There are three basic divisions to the 
book. Division I — The Concept of 
Special Revelation. Division II — The 
Modalities of Special Revelation. Di- 
vision III — The Products of Special 
Revelation. These three divisions are 
developed logically and with profound 
insights into the current discussions 
now taking place. 


The author’s approach is irenic but 
he is obviously a man with deep con- 
victions and the possessor of a well 
disciplined mind and spirit. Perhaps 
one quotation would not be amiss. 
“Roman Catholicism credits too much 
to natural theology; religious liberal- 
ism invests too much revelatory sig- 
nificance in the religious experiences 
of man; and fundamentalism reads the 
revelation of God as a transcript with- 
out mystery.” 


There is a selected bibliography, five 
pages in length. 


—(Rev.) E. P. Nichols 
Alexandria, La. 





A prejudice is a vagrant opinion 
without visible means of support. — 
Selected. 


A THEOLOGICAL AND HISTOR}. 
CAL INTRODUCTION TO THE 
APOSTOLIC FATHERS,. by John 
Lawson. The Macmillan Co., N, y, 
334 pp. $5.00. 


It is a great pleasure to welcome 
this volume from the learned professor 
in Emory University with an appropri. 
ate dedication to his Dean, Dr. Wy, 
R. Cannon. Professor Lawson has giy. 
en a judicious and well thought out 
treatment of the early Christian writ. 
ers closest to the Apostles. He finds 
that some of them stumble, on occa. 
sion, but rejects the idea based on an 
evaluation of them by the Reformation 
standards of sola gratia and sola fide 
that they fell. 


If attention be rather directed to 
the central place these Fathers give 
Christ and the high Christology that 
shines in Ignatius, as at times in the 
others, this judgment will be sustained, 
Dr. Lawson shows that duly appoint- 
ed officers and a duly celebrated ritual 
were an original part of Christianity 
so that this period was not marked 
by that fluidity often ascribed to it. 
We are pleased to note an affirmation 
of the substantial reliability of the 
New Testament portrait of Christ due 


seen cea ey ooh 


Use the handy order form below—“Shop” for your gifts right in your 
home. Send us the names and addresses, along with your check, and the 


Journal will do the rest. 


An attractive card will tell the recipient of 
your thoughtfulness. Rates: $3 a year for each subscription, $2.50 a 


year each in groups of five or more. 





Mail to: The Pres- 
byterian Journal, 


Weaverville, N. C. 











Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the following, and send gift 
cards, as indicated. I enclose $ 


Name 


Address 


Address 


Address 


Name 


Address............ 


Order sent by 
Address... 


subscriptions. 
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to the authoritative character of the 
apostolic witness: “The Church is for- 
ever bound to the authority of canoni- 
cal Scripture.” We are unable to con- 
cur with him that the doctrinal in- 
terpretation recorded in canonical N.T. 
Scripture is not “more inspired” than 
that recorded later. We prefer his 
other statement that “the N.T. doc- 
trinal interpretation of the facts about 
Christ is of plenary authority.” 


—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





ADAM TO DANIEL, ed. by G. 
Cornfield. The Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
560 pp. $13.95. 


Here is a beautifully compiled, pro- 
fusely illustrated historical study, at- 
las and reference encyclopedia all 
rolled into one. The special interest 
within the 814”x11” volume is ar- 
chaeology and the wealth of notes and 
pictures relating to this subject is 
immense. 


The title is derived from the gen- 
erally critical view that Daniel was 
the last of the Old Testament books 
to be written. The author, as more 
of an archaeologist than a theologian, 
follows the findings of higher criti- 
cism in matters of interpretation more 
or less faithfully. However, if one 
can overlook the tendency in the notes 
to treat Old Testament history as 
“folklore” rather than history, one will 
gain great pleasure from the use of 
this book. The pictures alone, both 
color and black and white, are worth 
the price. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





Unless a marked change takes place 
in the United States of America, it is 
doomed, just as surely as was ancient 
Babylonia. — Dr. ALBERT HyYMA in 
Christianity Today. 





W.C.C. ACTION—from P. 4 


of Christian groups who, through “‘mis- 
Placed enthusiasm,” seek to “draw 
away members of the Orthodox 
Church into their own fold.” 


The Central Committee statement 
sets forth certain principles which the 
committee believes should guide WCC 
member Churches in their mutual re- 
lationships. It: calls upon them to 
show restraint in their exercise of re- 
ligious liberty so as to avoid causing 


offense. It recognizes the right of a 
mature individual to change his Church 
allegiance, but disavows any Church 
action by which material or social 
advantages are offered to influence 
a person’s Church affiliation. 


The five presidents of the WCC 
and other Council officials took time 
out from their sessions to lay wreaths 
at the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
here. 





VATICAN—from P. 4 


Patriarchate to join the WCC? One of 
the aims would be to infiltrate the 
Western believers, to disorient them, 
to calm their anxieties.” 


The Vatican station said Russian 
WCC membership is aimed “at making 
use of the Russian Church to spread 
lies in the West to the effect that in 
Russia, religion and conscience enjoy 
freedom, and in this way to make it 
impossible from the outset to open 
the eyes of public opinion in the West 
to the real position of religion in 
Communist countries, and especially 
in Russia itself.” 


The broadcast said the WCC was 
confronted with an important prob- 
lem “when it learned that the repre- 
sentative of the Moscow Patriahchate 
at the recent All-Christian Peace Con- 
gress in Prague spoke to the effect 
that the Russian Orthodox Church was 
giving its blessing solely from religious 
motives to the policy of the Soviet 
Communists, based on principles of 
humanitarianism and justice.” 


“One may regard these pronounce- 
ments,” the station warned, “as samples 
of those the Moscow theologians will 
make at future meetings of the WCC, 
when they will claim to be making 
them for purely religious reasons and 
when they will condemn any criticism 
of Soviet actions as being an inter- 
ference by religion in secular affairs.” 








QUALIFIED 


teacher wanted 

Grades 5-6 

Immediate opening or 

January 1962 

Also next fall in elementary grades 
Apply: Rev. Donald C. Graham 
Bethany Christian School 

800 Federal Highway 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
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rinity Hymnal 


Have you asked... 
How shall we praise a holy God? 
How shall we sing of the joy of 


salvation? 





How shall we offer our hearts in 
devotion? 


Trinity Hymnal, composed of 730 hymns, 
provides a wealth of “spiritual song” for 
those who would praise God as his Word 
directs. With selections from many ages 
and traditions of the church, this hymnal 
will be “‘at home” wherever the Word of 
God is loved. 

The wide variety of Bible subjects—the 
careful theological arrangement of the 
hymns—the Scripture text with each 
number—all combine to make this a dis- 
stinctively biblical hymnbook. Trinity 
Hymnal, with its vigor, dignity, warmth, 
and balance, sets a high standard for the 
worship of God in song. 


LEADERS WILL LIKE 


DISCERNING Re EATURES | 


THESE ATTRACTIV 





Variety—More than 150 gospel songs, 30 
children’s hymns, and hymns for special 
occasions « 76 Responsive Readings - 
7 Indexes, including a 29 page Topical 
Index « Printed on fine hymnal paper « 
Beautifully bound in blue cloth + Only 1% 
inches thick. 


PLUS Forms for Profession of Faith, Bap- 
tism, and Services of Ordination of Officers. 
Also the Westminster Confession of Faith. 


[ ooalieesiieesiieetenstensienstontenstetentastentetentententer| 


Committee on Christian Education 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
7401 York Road, Phila. 26, Pa. 


Please send an examination copy of Trinity 
Hymnal to 


Name. 
O Pastor OSS. Supt. O Choir Dir. 


Address 











Church, 


ee ee 


1 
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MINISTERS 


Lin D. Crossman, Jr., from El Paso, 
Texas, to associate pastor, St. An- 
drews church, Houston, Texas. 


Joseph H. Elder, from Clifton, Tex- 
as, to Belton, Texas. 


M. H. Applewhite, former director 
of church extension of John Knox 
Presbytery, is leading in establish- 
ing a church (US-UPUSA) at the 
Lackland Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, Texas. 


Howard C. Blake, a former mem- 
ber of Philadelphia Presbytery, from 
Stockholm, Sweden, to the First 
Church, Weslaco, Texas. 


E. P. Castaneda, formerly of Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas, is now serving 
the Second Church, Victoria, Texas. 


Fernando Padilla, 
Texas, to the 
church. 


from Victoria, 
Newgulf, Texas, 


James B. Spencer, from graduate 
study to the Marion, Ala., church. 


K. Sherwood McKee, formerly as- 
sociate pastor of the Casa Linda 
church, Dallas, Texas, has become 
pastor of the Chapel Hills church, 
Dallas, Texas. 


John Thomas Rorex, Little Rock, 
Ark., is now serving in the chaplain- 
cy at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. 


A. W. Whitaker, Jr., from Hughes, 
Ark., to the Itta Bena, Miss., and 
Morgan City churches. 


Mills J. Peebles, from Hilton Head 
Island, S. C., to Charlotte, N. C. 


Thomas C. Cannon, St. Charles, Mo., 
(formerly UPUSA) has become a 
member of St. Louis Presbytery 
(US) and serves the St. Charles 
Union (US & UPUSA) Churches. 


W. Robert Martin, Jr., after com- 
pleting graduate study at Edin- 
burgh, is now serving as Assistant 
to the President, Union Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., with special respon- 
sibilities in candidate enlistment. 


J. Wayland McGlathery, from Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., to the Warren Park 
church, Cicero, Ill. 


DEATHS 


Miss Virginia Allen, Presbyterian, 
US, Missionary to the Congo since 
1924, died November 23 in a New 
York hospital after an acute attack 
of leukemia for which she had been 
flown to the States. 


Miss Annie Webb, for many years 
principal of Montreat High School 
and teacher at Montreat College, 
died Nov. 21, 1961. 





LETTERS 
TWO-WAY CHURCH UNION? 


A letter in the Nov. 15 issue of the 
Journal makes reference to the plans 
of the Synod of Mo. “for union with 
the UP-USA Church.” There has 
been an unfortunate misunderstand- 
ing about that even among us who are 
members of that Synod. 


At no time has the Synod of Mo. 
voted to unite with the UP-USA 
Church, per se. The wording of the 
motion is something like this, “That we 
appoint a committee to explore the 
possibility of the Synod of Ky. UP- 
USA uniting with the Synod of Ky. 
U. S. forming one Synod in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States; 
and the Synod of Mo. U. S. uniting 
with the Synod of Mo. UP-USA thus 
forming one synod in the United Pres- 


-byterian Church in the U. S. A.” 


It is further stated that if the four 
synods approve the resolution it will 
then go through proper channels, i. e. 
to the Presbyteries involved and then 
to both General Assemblies. 


Is not this a step in the exact di- 
rection which the Journal has been 
urging upon its readers? 


—(Rev.) W. C. Kennicutt 
Crocker, Mo. 


It would be if interested parties in all 
four synods should find themselves 
with the denomination they wanted 
to unite with, after the dust settles. 


—Ed. 





SCHOLARSHIP OFFER 


Permit me to use your columns to 
offer a $200 scholarship to some young 
person from the Presbyterian Church, 
US, to be applied to tuition’ at North 
Central College, Naperville, Illinois, a 
college controlled by the Evangelical 
United Brethren. 


Anyone interested may contact the 
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college for entrance requirements, ete. 
mentioning this offer. The name ree. 
ommended to me by the college wi 
receive the scholarship credit for the 
fall term, 1962. 


There are no strings attached to this 
offer, which is renewable each year 
for the customary four-year term, up- 
on the maintenance of a satisfactory 
record while in school. Persons from 
any racial or ethnic background are 
invited to compete and it is hoped 
that the young person selected wi] 
bear witness to the evangelical Chris- 
tian faith while on campus. 


—Robert J. Irion 
San Diego, Calif. 





CORRECTION PLEASE 


As a native Pittsburgher, I must cor. 
rect your spelling of Pittsburgh on p, 
20 of your Nov. 8 issue. The name 
of this town is still spelled with an 
7“, 


—Paul Shorgen 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


One of these days, when our opera- 
tion grows large enough, we expect 
to hire a proof reader.—Ed. 





THIS AND THAT 


Many Christian periodicals cross my 
desk but the Journal is tops. 


—Harold F. Bermel 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 





It is real refreshing to receive the 
Journal, for its spiritual uplift and 
honest church information. 


—Mrs. E. G. Edson 
Santa Ana, Calif. 





I have been wanting to subscribe 
to your magazine for some time... 
Some day one voice will be heard pro- 
claiming the Evangelical Reformed 
faith. Even now I find many who are 
re-thinking their attitude toward a 
more conservative approach. 


—(Rev.) Leland R. Ives 
Pierpont, Ohio 





Galatians 2:6. Here is both encourage- 
ment and warning. None is so good 
as to deserve God’s favor; none is s0 
bad as to be uncared for. 





